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Hempstead Town to Save US $43M with LED Streetlights
Replacement
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initiative to include the conversion of 17,000 interior light fixtures at town facilities. Joining the Supervisor at a
press briefing on Hamilton Avenue in Island Park was Councilman Anthony D’Esposito, along with Ricky Tripodo
of Facility Solutions Group (FSG), a private sector partner that is converting streetlight elements in tandem with
town work crews.
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project. At the same time, Santino “illuminated” residents on the expansion of planet friendly/cost saving the
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As crews installed the 30,000th energy efficient L.E.D. (light emitting diode) streetlight fixture of a planned 50,000
units in Hempstead Town, Supervisor Anthony J. Santino detailed energy cost savings associated with the major
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“Hempstead Town taxpayers will be the direct beneficiaries of a major project that is replacing 50,000 highpressure
sodium streetlight elements with energy efficient and cost effective L.E.D. units,” said Santino. “The conversion of
these lamps will result in net $43 million in savings over the next twenty years.”
Through the initiative, Hempstead Town is obligating $17.7 million in financing and will realize total net utility and
operational savings of $43.1 million (factoring in all costs) over a 20year period. Component cost savings under
the initiative include avoided costs associated with the 20year useful life of L.E.D. fixtures (conventional light
fixtures entail replacement costs of $250,000 annually).
“Supervisor Santino has put together a trifecta in this streetlamp conversion project,” said Councilman D’Esposito.
“The initiative saves taxpayer dollars, conserves energy and diminishes the town’s maintenance effort on the part of
town workers due to the extensive lifespan of L.E.D. elements.”
Energy cost savings that have been realized during the initial phase of L.E.D. streetlight installation have been
dramatic and impressive. In specific, the most recent one month period of streetlight costs totaled $248,000 in
February 2016 contrasted with $409,000 during the same period in 2015. The reduction constitutes a 48% reduction
in street lighting costs. Officials call that reduction amazing, especially considering the fact that less than 50% of
the total 50,000 streetlights were converted to L.E.D. in January.
“The results of the town’s conversion from older technology streetlamps to stateoftheart L.E.D. elements are very
positive,” said Tripodo. “When fully implemented, the streetlight project will offer taxpayers measureable and
significant savings. FSG is pleased to be partnering with the town on this initiative.”
The Supervisor also detailed the ecological benefits of the switchover to L.E.D. lighting. Santino observed the new
fixtures are 50% more efficient than those that are being replaced. As a result, less greenhouse gasses are created in
producing energy to power L.E.D. lamps. Further, the L.E.D. units have a lifespan that is approximately 400%
greater than high pressure sodium lamps, reducing the emissions that would be expended to manufacture
replacement bulbs. Finally, a reduced carbon footprint by town vehicles and equipment will result from having to
send out fewer crews for repair and maintenance calls, based upon L.E.D.’s longer lifespan.
“We’re delighted to be saving taxpayer funds through the use of L.E.D. technology,” stated D’Esposito. “However,
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the environmental benefits of this technology are equally important.”
Building upon the success of the outdoor streetlight conversion agenda, Santino is proposing to convert indoor
lighting fixtures at the township’s offices. The first phase of the Supervisor’s indoor lighting conversion will witness
4,000 lamps being replaced at 4 town buildings (Old Town Hall, New Town Hall, The Receiver of Taxes Offices and
a town office building in Merrick). Savings of $200,000 over 10 years will occur at these facilities. Additional
phases will offer further savings at other town buildings.
“I am pleased to propose the first phase of the town’s indoor lighting efficiency program at the April 12th Town Board
Meeting,” announced Santino. “Building upon our successes, we will offer additional utility cost savings while also
reducing maintenance costs. This is a ‘winwin’ for our town and its taxpayers.”
In analyzing the cost savings associated with the streetlight conversion project, data indicated that L.E.D. bulbs use
approximately half the energy of existing H.P.S. (High Pressure Sodium) fixtures. Further, the lifespan of L.E.D.
bulbs is up to four times greater than that of H.P.S. bulbs. Finally, the L.E.D. elements being used in the town’s
streetlamps provide greater quality illumination than the bulbs which they replace.
“The future is bright for Hempstead Town government and taxpayers as a result of new technology,” concluded
Santino. “By embracing progressive programs and building upon proven successes, we are realizing genuine
benefits and setting the stage for future technological advancements.”
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